
The parable about the 
rich man and Lazarus 
shows that those who 
do not live as they 
should will suddenly 
wake up to reality, but 

they will no longer have the oppor-
tunity to correct their state. Their 
eyes will open and they will clearly 
see where the truth lies. Remember-

ing that on the earth there are many 
who are blind as they were, they 
would like someone to be sent from 
the dead for the assurance that one 
must live and understand things 
only according to the indication of 
the Lord’s Revelation. But they will 
be denied even this, because for 
those who desire to know the truth, 
Revelation alone is a witness. But 

Troparion

O earnest helper, Mother 
of the Lord Most High, / thou 
entreatest Christ, thy Son and our 
God, in behalf of all, / and causest 
all to be saved / who have recourse 
to thy mighty protection. / O Lady, 
Queen and Mistress, help us all / 
who, amid temptations, sorrows 
and sickness, are heavy laden with 
many sins; / and stand and pray to 
thee with tears before thine all-
pure image, / with compunctionate 
soul and contrite heart, and with 
unfailing hope in thee: / grant 
deliverance from all evils, / and 
things profitable unto all, O Virgin 
Mother of God, // and save us all, 
for thou art the divine protection 
of thy servants.

Tone 4

Luke 16:19-31 
19 ‘There was a rich man who 

was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every 
day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man 
named Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21who longed to satisfy his hunger 
with what fell from the rich man’s 
table; even the dogs would come and 
lick his sores. 22The poor man died 
and was carried away by the angels to 
be with Abraham. The rich man also 
died and was buried. 23In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away 
with Lazarus by his side. 24He called 
out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip 
of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am in agony in these 
flames.” 25But Abraham said, “Child, 
remember that during your lifetime 

you received your good things, and 
Lazarus in like manner evil things; 
but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in agony. 26Besides all this, 
between you and us a great chasm 
has been fixed, so that those who 
might want to pass from here to you 
cannot do so, and no one can cross 
from there to us.” 27He said, “Then, 
father, I beg you to send him to my 
father’s house–28for I have five 
brothers–that he may warn them, so 
that they will not also come into this 
place of torment.” 29Abraham 
replied, “They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to 
them.” 30He said, “No, father 
Abraham; but if someone goes to 
them from the dead, they will 
repent.” 31He said to him, “If they do 
not listen to Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.”
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for those who do not desire it, and do not love the 
truth, even the resurrection of the dead will not be 
convincing. The feelings of the rich man in this par-
able are probably felt by everyone who departs this 
life. Consequently, according to the conviction of that 
world which will be the conviction of us all, the only 
guidance for us on the path of life is the Lord’s Reve-
lation. But there, for many, this conviction will have 
come too late—it would have been more useful here, 
but not everyone had it. We will believe, at least, the 

testimony of those there, putting ourselves into their 
state. Those who are in torments do not lie; pitying 
us they want our eyes to be opened, that we not come 
to the place of their torment. We cannot say of this 
subject as we often do of current affairs, “Maybe 
somehow things will go all right.” No; it will not just 
go all right somehow. We must be fundamentally cer-
tain that we will not find ourselves in the place of the 
rich man.

FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends,
At this time of year, as the 

leaves begin to fall and the days 
shorten, the thoughts of 
human beings naturally turn to 
the mystery of death. Many 
cultures developed 
corresponding rituals intended 
to placate the powers of 
darkness. One of these was 
dedicated to the celtic god of 

death, Samain. This pagan 
feast survives to this day under 
the name of Halloween. This 
name is derived from the eve 
of All Hallows (i.e. All Saints). 
The Western Church 
appointed the Feast of All 
Saints to be kept on Nov. 1st in 
an attempt to draw people 
away from their pagan habits. 
In our time, unfortunately, the 
pagan tradition, reinforced by 
commercial interests, has 
strongly reasserted itself. It 
should be clear to all that this 
is not something  should be 
observed by Orthodox 
Christians. 

Our Orthodox tradition 
does indeed encourage us to 
reflect on our mortality. In the 
evening prayers, we ask to be 
granted remembrance of death, 
since this keeps us from sin. 
Likewise we should pray for 
our departed friends and 

relatives, both in our personal 
prayers and at the times 
appointed by the Church for 
the general commemoration of 
the dead.   One such day is 
Demetrios Saturday. We will 
celebrate a panikhida at 
6.30pm this Saturday, Nov. 3rd. 
I hope that some of you at 
least will be able to come to 
pray for the repose of your 
loved ones and, indeed, of all 
who from time immemorial 
have fallen asleep in the hope 
of resurrection and eternal life. 

Let us remember 
particularly in our prayers our 
parishioner, Bryan Dyas, who 
died last week after a long 
illness. His funeral will take 
place this Friday at St John the 
Batist, North Baddersley at 
2pm. Please also remember his 
family at this time. 

May God bless you, 
Fr. Joseph

On the condition of man (I).
People, until they come to know 
something greater, are satisfied with 
the little that they have. Man is like a 
village rooster who lives in a small 
enclosure with few people and farm 
animals about, who knows his ten 
hens and is content with this life, 

because he knows no more. But an eagle, who circles 
high in the clouds, and sees great distances with his 
sharp eyes, who hears the sounds of the earth and 
revels in its beauty, who knows many lands, seas and 
rivers, and sees a multitude of animals and birds, 
would not be content to live in a small enclosure with 
a rooster.

It is the same in spiritual life. Whoever has not 
known the grace of the Holy Spirit is like the rooster 
who does not know the flight of the eagle; he cannot 
comprehend the sweetness of tender emotion and 
love of God. He knows God from nature and from 
Scripture, he is satisfied with the law and is content 
with his lot as is the rooster, and does not feel sorrow 
that he is not an eagle. But he who has experienced 
the Lord through the Holy Spirit, he prays day and 
night, because the grace of the Holy Spirit calls him to 
love the Lord, and the sweetness of the Lord’s love 
gives him the ability to carry the burdens of the world 
with ease; his soul pines only for the Lord and 
searches constantly for the grace of the Holy Spirit.

to be continued...
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Dear Brothers and Sisters
I would like to greet all of you, 

and especially those who for one 
reason or another were not able to 
come to the Liturgy on the day of 
our heavenly patron, St Silouan the 
Athonite, the day, when our 
beautiful new icon screen was 
blessed. 

 A light but stable structure with 
removable icons was a great 
improvement from the icon screen, 
which we used before and which was 
heavy and not very stable. When, 
God willing, the time comes for us 
to have our own place of worship in 
Southampton, the stucture could 
easily be made permanent.

Spiritually, hand painted icons 
have greater depth than even good 
prints and, most importantly, in 
designing a new icon screen we had 
the possibility of including our 
patron saint and other saints of our 
own choosing.

The cost of the new icon 
screen is £10,000, which we still 
have to pay. So far we managed 
to raise £2,385. 

It is my belief that we will be 
able to raise the necessary funds in a 
reasonable time if the parish can 
unite behind this project.

We have set up a separate bank 
account devoted totally to fund the 

Iconostatis. If you wish to 
contribute, please, send your 
donations to:
Bank: NatWest
Organisation: Orthodox Parish 
of St. Silouan
Acc. No: 45159726
Sort code: 60-20-45

Alternatively, you can send a 
cheque payable to Orthodox Parish 
of St Silouan (Icons a/c) to the 
Treasurer, Elvira Patrasco, 
10 Monarch Way, West End, 
Southampton, SO30 3JQ

Holy Father Silouan, pray to 
God for us! God bless,

Fr Joseph

NEW ICONOSTASIS

The image of Our Lady of Kazan is said to have come to 
Russia from Constantinople in the 13th century. After the 
Tatars besieged Kazan and made it the capital of 
their khanate in 1438, the icon disappeared, and 
it is not mentioned again until the 16th century, 
some years after the liberation of Kazan by Ivan 
the Terrible in 1552.

After a fire destroyed Kazan in 1579, the 
Virgin appeared in a prophetic dream to a 10-
year-old girl named Matrona and told her where 
to find the precious image again. As instructed, 
Matrona told the archbishop about her dream, 
but he would not take her seriously. After two 
more such dreams, on July 8, 1579, the girl and 
her mother themselves dug up the image, buried 
under the ashes of a house, where it had been 
hidden long before to save it from the Tatars. 
The unearthed icon looked as bright and beautiful as if it 
were new. The archbishop repented of his unbelief and took 
the icon to the Church of St. Nicholas, where a blind man 
was cured that very day. Hermogen, the priest at this church, 
later became Metropolitan of Kazan. He brought the icon to 

Kazan's Cathedral of the Annunciation and established July 
8 as a feast in honour of the Theotokos of Kazan. It is from 

Hermogen's chronicle, written at the request of 
the tsar in 1595, that we know of these events.
By 1612, when Moscow was occupied by Polish 
invaders, Hermogen had become Patriarch of 
Moscow and All Russia. From prison, he called 
for a three-day fast and ordered the icon of Our 
Lady of Kazan to be brought to Princes Minin 
and Pozharsky, who were leading the resistance 
to the occupation. This icon possibly the 
original, but more likely a copy was carried 
before their regiments as they fought to regain 
the capital from the Poles. When the Polish 
army was finally driven from Moscow on 
October 22, 1612, the victory was attributed to 
the intercession of the Mother of God, and the 

Kazan icon became a focal point for Russian national 
sentiments. Later that year, when Tsar Mikhail Feodorovich 
came to the throne, he appointed both July 8 and October 
22 as feasts in honor of Our Lady of Kazan.

OUR LADY OF KAZAN. HISTORY.
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NEWS

The Choir

We are looking for people to 
join our choir. The choir meets 
for practices on a regular basis. 
No previous choral experience 
is required to join the choir - 
only an ability to sing and a 
desire to take part in this aspect 
of parish life.  St Silouan Parish 
choir sings in two languages, 
English and Church Slavonic, so 
some familiarity - however basic 
- with the Russian alphabet is 
very useful. However, do not be 
put off if you cannot read 
Russian fluently; fluency comes 
with practice which can only be 
gained by singing in the choir!

For further details on singing 
with the choir, please contact 
Paula or Yulia.%

Eternal Remembrance

A member of our 
Parish Brian John 
Dyas has passed 
away on 
Wednesday, 24th 
October. He was 
always behind 

the founding of 
our parish. He donated the 
money for the Royal doors for 
our new Iconostasis. 

Also, 
prayers for the 
newly departed 
Alex and 
Patrick.

New Arrivals

Congratulations to 
Samantha and David who had 
had their sixth baby born in 
mid-October, a boy, called 
Nicholas. God grant them Many 
Years! 

SUPPORT OUR PARISH
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The work of the Parish is 

entirely self-financed. We 
receive no financial help from 
the Diocese, the State or any 
other external source. As such, 
we are in need of the support of 
our parishioners and friends to 
enable the Parish to carry out its 
mission. 

At the moment, we have 
regular outgoings for each 
service, i.e.:

• Contributuion towards Fr 
Joseph’s expences (200 miles 
round trip) – £50

• Hall hire – £40
• Other costs (i.e. printing 

newsletters, tea, bisquits, 
paper plates, postage etc.) – 
£20

Collections are taken at 
celebrations of the Divine 
Liturgy and we are very greatful 
for any one-off contributions 
you could afford. However, it is a 
great help to the Parish if 
individuals set up regular giving 
patterns, establishing a firm 
monthly income for our 
community.

To facilitate this kind of 
regular giving, we invite you to 
establish a Banker's Standing 
Order, for direct deposit of 
regular contributions into the 
parish's account.

Bank: NatWest
Name of organisation: 
Orthodox Parish Of St 
Silouan
Account number: 45137943
Branch sort code: 60-20-45

Thank you and God Bless!

Contributors
We invite our parishioners 

to contribute material to this 
Newsletter. Your ideas, news, 
announcements, writings 
could be interesting to reader. 
Any requests for prayers are 
very welcome. Please send 
your contributions to Evelina 
benevelina@mac.com

Texts for this edition were 
taken from www.pravoslavie.ru, 
http://silouan.narod.ru/indexe.html, 
http://oca.org/ and other sites.

November Calendar
November 5th

Holy Apostle James, the Brother of the 
Lord (63) 

November 8th

Holy and Glorious Great-martyr 
Demetrius the Myrrh-gusher, of 
Thessalonica (306) 

November 21st

Synaxis of the Archangels Michael, 
Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Salaphiel, 
Jegudiel, Barachiel, and Jeremiel and the 
other Bodiless Powers

November 26th

St. John Chrysostom, archbishop of 
Constantinople (407)

November 27th

Holy and All-praised Apostle Philip (1)

November 29th

Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew 
(60)

December 2nd, 
2013: January 6th,
February 3d,
March 3d,
April 7th
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