
Having spoken the parable about 
the man who became rich and 
planned to just eat, drink and be 
merry, and for this was struck with 
death, not remaining alive for the 
supposed pleasures, the Lord con-
cluded: So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God. “So”—that is, such 
occurs, or such a lot befalls both 
these and others. Those who be-
come rich and forget about God 
only think about pleasures of the 
flesh. Let those who desire to avoid 
this bitter lot “lay up” not “unto 
themselves, but be rich only toward 
God.” Since riches come from God, 
then devote them to God when they 
flow, and holy riches will come of it. 
Divide all surplus with the needy: 
this will be the same as returning to 

God what was given by God. He 
who gives to a poor person gives to 
God. Seemingly exhausting his 
riches, such a person becomes truly 
rich—rich through good deeds, rich 
for God. In pleasing Him he be-
comes rich in God, and by attract-
ing His good will, he becomes rich 
from God, Who makes one who is 
faithful over a few things, ruler 
over many things. He becomes rich 
toward God, and not toward him-
self, for he does not consider him-
self to be master of the house, but 
only a steward and accountant, 
whose entire concern consists of 
satisfying all who come to him in 
need. But he fears spending any-
thing in particular on himself, con-
sidering it to be an improper usage 
of property entrusted to him.

Troparion

Having acquired the grace of 
the Holy Spirit,  /  O divinely wise 
and holy hierarch Philaret,  /  with 
enlightened mind thou didst 
preach truth and righteousness to 
the people;  /  with a tender heart 
thou didst show peace and mercy 
to the suffering; /and as a teacher 
and tireless guardian of the Faith, /  
thou didst preserve the Russian 
flock with the staff of uprightness./  
Therefore, as thou hast boldness 
before Christ our God,  /  pray that 
He grant steadfastness to the 
Church,  //  and salvation to the 
people and our souls.

Tone 4

Luke 12:16-21 
16Then he told them a parable: 

‘The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. 17And he thought to 
himself, “What should I do, for I 
have no place to store my crops?” 
18Then he said, “I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19And I will say 

to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, 
eat, drink, be merry.” 20But God 
said to him, “You fool! This very 
night your life is being demanded of 
you. And the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?” 
21So it is with those who store up 
treasures for themselves but are not 
rich towards God.’ 
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FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends,
I greet you with the 

beginning of the Nativity Fast. 
From today, the holy Church 
prepares for the great festival 
of the appearing in the flesh of 
the Son of God. When parents 
are expecting the birth of a 
child, the preparation extends 
over many months. The 
mother will hopefully take 
special care of her physical and 
spiritual health, the father, if 
he is around, may be occupied 

with painting and decorating 
the nursery.  If there are 
already children in the family, 
they will (mostly) be looking 
forward to the arrival of their 
new brother or sister. Likewise 
we should prepare for 
Christmas, not as a mere 
commemoration of the 
historical event, but as the 
receiving anew of God's gift of 
Himself in the form of the 
small child, 'Who is God 
before the ages' (Kontakion of 
the Natvity).

Our preparation for 
Christmas consists in purifying 
ourselves by prayer, fasting and 
confession, each according to 
their ability, as well as by 
simplifying the external aspect 
of our lives. This, of course, is 
not easy when the world 
around us is celebrating not so 
much the birth of Christ, but 
the civilisation of (excessive) 
consumption. It is nothing 
new: the old pagans celebrated 

the feast of the invincible sun 
and the new pagans celebrate 
'the holidays'. Inevitably, if we 
take the Nativity Fast at all 
seriously, we will feel ourselves 
out of step with the world. On 
the other hand, when the 
world is suffering the 'January 
blues', we will be celebrating 
the 'Light that shines in the 
darkness', which 'the darkness 
cannot overcome' (Jn 1:5).  

It is not necessary, or 
indeed possible, to cut 
ourselves off completely from 
the world around us. Those in 
mixed families will need to be 
attentive to the needs and 
priorities of their close 
relatives. What is clear, 
however, is that only those 
who have made an honest 
attempt to observe the Fast 
will be able truly to enter into  
the joy of the Feast, when it 
comes.   

May God bless you, 
Fr. Joseph

On the condition of man (II).

# We are all suffering 
on this earth and search-
ing for freedom, but few 
know what freedom is 
and where it can be 
found. The Lord gives 
the repentant His peace 
and the freedom to love 
Him. Oh, my brothers, 
all the earth, repent 
while you still have time. 

God awaits our repentance with mercy. And all 
the heavens, all the saints await our repentance. 
As God is love, so the Holy Spirit in the saints is 
love. Ask, and the Lord shall forgive. And when 
you receive absolution from your sins, then your 
soul will be joyful and happy, and the grace of the 

Holy Spirit will enter your soul, and you will say, 
"Here is true freedom: it is in God and of God."

The grace of God does not hinder freedom, 
but only helps to keep the commandments of 
God. Adam was in grace, and his will was not 
fettered. So too the angels are in the Holy Spirit, 
but their free will is not taken away.

The Lord wants us to love each other; this is 
the essence of freedom — love for God and for 
your neighbor. This is both freedom and equality. 
But in earthly titles there can be no equality; this 
is of no concern to the soul, however. Not 
everyone can be a king or a prince; not everyone 
can be a patriarch or an abbot, or a leader, but no 
matter what your title you can love God and serve 
Him, and that is all that matters. And whoever 
loves God more on earth shall be in greater glory 
in the Kingdom.

FROM WRITINGS OF ST SILOUAN OF MT. ATHOS



Dear Brothers and Sisters
We continue to ask for your support in helping us to 

raise funds to pay for our new beautiful handpainted 
iconostasis.

The cost of the new icon screen is £10,000, 
which we still have to pay. As of beginning of 
November we managed to raise £2,385. 

We have set up a separate bank account devoted 
totally to fund the Iconostasis. If you wish to contribute, 
please, send your donations to:

Bank: NatWest
Organisation: Orthodox Parish of St. Silouan
Acc. No: 45159726
Sort code: 60-20-45

Alternatively, you can send a cheque payable to 
Orthodox Parish of St Silouan (Icons a/c) to the 
Treasurer, Elvira Patrasco, 10 Monarch Way, West 
End, Southampton, SO30 3JQ.

Holy Father Silouan, pray to God for us! 
The Parish Council

NEW ICONOSTASIS

According to Holy 
Tradition, the Entry of the Most 
Holy Theotokos into the Temple 
took place in the following 
manner. Her parents, Sts. Joachim 
and Anna, praying for an end to 
their childlessness, vowed that if a 
child were born to them, they 
would dedicate it to the service of 
God. When the Most Holy Virgin 
reached the age of three, her 
parents decided to fulfill their 
vow. They invited their relatives 
and acquaintances, and dressed 
the All-Pure Virgin in Her finest 
clothes. Singing sacred songs and 
with lighted candles in their 
hands, virgins escorted Her to the 
Temple. There the High Priest 
met the handmaiden of God. In 
the Temple, fifteen high steps led 
to the sanctuary, which only the 
High Priest could enter. (Because 
a Psalm was recited on each step, 
Psalms 119/120-133/134 are called 

“Psalms of Ascent.”) It seemed 
that the child could not make it 
up this stairway. But just as She 
was placed on the first step, 
strengthened by the power of 
God, She quickly went up the 
remaining steps and ascended to 
the highest one. The High Priest 
led the Most Holy Virgin into the 
Holy of Holies, where only the 
High Priest entered once a year to 
offer a purifying sacrifice of blood. 
All those in the Temple were 
astonished at this most unusual 
event. After entrusting their child 
to the Heavenly Father, Joachim 
and Anna returned home. The All-
Holy Virgin remained in the 
rooms set aside for virgins located 
near the Temple.

The earthly life of the Most 
Holy Theotokos is shrouded in 
deep mystery. However, there are 
accounts in Church Tradition that 
during the All-Pure Virgin’s stay at 
the Temple, She grew up in a 
community of pious virgins, 
diligently read the Holy Scripture, 
occupied Herself with handicrafts, 
prayed constantly, and grew in 
Her love for God.

From ancient times, the 
Church has celebrated the Feast 

of the Entry of the Most Holy 
Theotokos into the Temple. 
Indications that the Feast was 
observed in the first centuries of 
Christianity are found in the 
traditions of Palestinian 
Christians, which say that the 
Empress Helen built a church in 
honor of the Feast of the Entry. In 
the fourth century, St. Gregory of 
Nyssa also mentioned this Feast. 
In the eighth century, Sts. 
Germanus and Tarasius, Patriarchs 
of Constantinople, delivered 
sermons on the Feast of the Entry.

The Feast of the Entry of the 
Most Holy Theotokos into the 
Temple foretells God’s blessing 
for the human race, the preaching 
of salvation, and the promise of 
the coming of Christ. 

Troparion Tone 4 

Today is the prelude of God’s good 
wi%  / and the proclaiming of the 
salvation of men.   /  The Virgin is 
revealed in the temple of God,  /  and 
beforehand she announces Christ to 
a%.   /  Let us therefore cry to her  /  
with a loud voice: ‘Rejoice!     //   Thou 
fulfilment of the Creator’s 
dispensation!’

4TH DECEMBER – THE ENTRY OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE



'

NEWS

Fr Joseph receives a Medal

During the 
celebrations of 
50th Jubilee of 
Sourozh 
Diocese in 
October 2012 
Rector of our 
Parish, Fr 
Joseph Skinner, 

receives a medal of St Innocent 
of Moscow and Kolomna in 
appreciation of his Missionary 
work.

Our Heartiest 
congratulations to Fr Joseph!
God grant him Many Years! 

The Choir

We are looking for people to 
join our choir. The choir meets 
for practices on a regular basis. 
No previous choral experience 
is required to join the choir - 
only an ability to sing and a 
desire to take part in this aspect 
of parish life.  St Silouan Parish 
choir sings in two languages, 
English and Church Slavonic, so 
some familiarity - however basic 
- with the Russian alphabet is 
very useful. However, do not be 
put off if you cannot read 
Russian fluently; fluency comes 

with practice which can only be 
gained by singing in the choir!

For further details on singing 
with the choir, please contact 
Paula or Yulia.

SUPPORT OUR PARISH
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The work of the Parish is 

entirely self-financed. We 
receive no financial help from 
the Diocese, the State or any 
other external source. As such, 
we are in need of the support 
of our parishioners and friends 
to enable the Parish to carry out 
its mission. 

At the moment, we have 
regular outgoings for each 
service, i.e.:

• Contribution towards Fr 
Joseph’s expences (200 miles 
round trip) – £50

• Hall hire – £40
• Other costs (i.e. printing 

newsletters, tea, bisquits, 
paper plates, postage etc.) – 
£20

Collections are taken at 
celebrations of the Divine 
Liturgy and we are very greatful 
for any one-off contributions 
you could afford. However, it is a 
great help to the Parish if 
individuals set up regular giving 
patterns, establishing a firm 
monthly income for our 
community.

To facilitate this kind of 
regular giving, we invite you to 
establish a Banker's Standing 
Order, for direct deposit of 
regular contributions into the 
parish's account.

Bank: NatWest
Name of organisation: 
Orthodox Parish Of St 
Silouan
Account number: 45137943
Branch sort code: 60-20-45

Thank you and God Bless!

Contributors
We invite our parishioners 

to contribute material to this 
Newsletter. Your ideas, news, 
announcements, writings 
could be interesting to reader. 
Any requests for prayers are 
very welcome. Please send 
your contributions to Evelina 
benevelina@mac.com

Texts for this edition were 
taken from www.pravoslavie.ru, 
http://silouan.narod.ru/indexe.html, 
http://oca.org/ and other sites.

December Calendar
December 4th

The Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos 
into the Temple

December 6th

St. Alexander Nevsky, great prince of 
Novgorod (1263) 

December 7th

Great-martyr Catherine of Alexandria 
(305-313)

December 10th

Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos “of 
the Sign” at Novgorod (1170)

December 13th

Holy and All-praised Apostle Andrew 
the First-called (62)

December 17th

Great-martyr Barbara and Martyr 
Juliana, at Heliapolis in Syria (306)

December 18th

St. Sabbas the Sanctified (532)

December 19th

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, 
archbishop of Myra in Lycia (ca. 345)

December 25th

St. Herman, Wonderworker of Alaska 
(1836), St. Spyridon the 
Wonderworker, of Tremithus (348)

Services in 2013: 
January 6th, February 3d,
March 3d, April 7th
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